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ART MUSEUM DIRECTOR GIVES LECTURE SERIES 
Wednesdays -- January 11, 18, and 25 

Clevelanders are invited to play the roles of European travelers of the Middle Ages and 
experience the fascinating interplay of Latin, Byzantine, and Islamic cultures in Art Travels: A 
Mediterranean Odyssey. Robert P. Bergman, director of The Cleveland Museum of Art and specialist in 
medieval art, is tour director of this three-part armchair voyage to some of the most extraordinary 
monuments of the Mediterranean world. He titles his lectures "Jerusalem and Constantinople: Primary 
Destinations" (January 11); "The Reach of Islam: Cairo to Cordova" (January 18); and "Italy and Sicily: 
Art on the Cultural Frontier" (January 25). All begin at 7 pm. 

Registration and seating are first-come, first-served. Pre-registration to guarantee seating is 
required by January 10. Series fee: $15 for Museum members, $20 for non-members. Write checks to 
The Cleveland Museum of Art and mail to: Education Department, Mediterranean Odyssey, The 
Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland OH 44106. Call 421-7340, ext. 464 for 
information. After January 10, remaining seats will be available at the door at $8 per lecture. 

Among the many tourist attractions Dr. Bergman will discuss are buildings whose characters have 
developed as they have served changing political or religious roles. Hagia Sophia, an architectural 
masterpiece, was built in the 6th century as a Christian church, became a mosque after the Turkish 
conquest nine centuries later, and is now a museum. According to Dr. Bergman, "The medieval 
Mediterranean presents us with an absolutely fascinating artistic and cultural mix. I’m looking forward to 
helping our audience recognize and understand how the various spheres touched one another despite 
seemingly impossible divisions of culture, religion and attitude." 

* * * 

A medievalist educated at Rutgers and Princeton, Dr. Bergman taught art history at the 
University of Rochester, Princeton University, and Harvard University before becoming director of The 
Walters Art Gallery in Baltimore in 1981. His research has focused on Byzantine and medieval Italian 
art. Since becoming director of The Cleveland Museum of Art in 1993, Dr. Bergman has lectured to 
large and enthusiastic audiences on a variety of topics, at the Museum and also at Baldwin Wallace 
College, Case Western Reserve University, The City Club, and the Women’s City Club. In his first 
lecture at the Museum-"Observations of a Medievalist on Approaching Paradise"-he declared his esteem 
for the Museum’s collection of European medieval art. 

Dr. Bergman is active in the American Arts Alliance, the Association of Art Museum Directors, 
the American Association of Museums, the National Cultural Alliance, the International Center for 
Medieval Art, and numerous other national and international organizations. In Cleveland, he serves on 
the Mayor’s Council of Cultural Affairs, the boards of trustees of the Greater Cleveland Growth 
Association and The Cleveland Restoration Society, and the board of directors of The Cleveland 
Sculpture Center, and is participating in Leadership Cleveland. 
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